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FOREWORD

Tn hus ** As you hike 1t”, Shakespeare makes Touchstone
say—“T1l thyme youso eight years together, dinners and
suppers and slesping—hours excepted ',

And it 1s perhaps no exaggeration to say that amongst
the “posts” of the modern days, particularly n the feld of
Sanskit poetry, there are more Touchstones than Shakespeares.
The “Sakti” or the natural aptitude of the mind, whick
Mammath calls so essontial for the making of & true poebis
very rarely found in these days But 1t 15 not to be wondered
at Nature itself ceases to produce a thing which 1s not 1
demand  The times of Bhoja are gone and we have long
ceased to appreciate Sansknt poetry, to adore Sansknb poets
and to assign them their proper place 1n society.

1t 18 ali the more pleastng therefore when in a period of
decadence of Sansknt poetry, we come across a porson who
ypossesses in 50 uncommon & measure that S akts ” of the poeb
and that command of style, language and metre, which at onca
distingmish hum from the ordinary class of * poets” and assign
tum a postion all hus own. That 15 the reason why I bav®
always loved and admired Pandit Mathura Nath Bhatts, tbe
nuthor of the present book—Manyu Kavita Nikunja and have
felt 5o often that if he 15 given proper encouragement and
fnetlities for work, he should be able to render very good

services indeed to the eanso of Banskit learming in the feld
of postry.
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The Manju Kaviti Nikunja, 15 the first attempt of the
avthor towards publication of s works and 1s really the
second, volume—*Tho Saltya Khanda” of a bngger book, the
first Volume under the title of “Jayapura Vaibhava® 13 now
under preparation and its publication will depend largely on
the reception which will be acsorded by Bansknt scholars to
the present Sahitysn Khanda The author has explamed i
the introduction the genera] scheme of the whole book and
bas gmiven some account of mmself at the end which will be read
with intersst  The exhaustive hst of contents 1n the beginmng
will give an 1dea of the wado rangs of the subjects covered

I do not myself fool compstent to say any thing about the
merts and demerits of the work which has been reviewed by
much abler hands than mine, and I am glad to add, has been
generally appreciated  Mahamahopadhyaya Dr Ganga Nath
Jha M, A, D Litt—Vico chancellor Allahabad Umniversity,
Prineipal A, B, Dhrava, M A, pro—vice—chancellor, Benares
Hinde Umversity, and Pandit Goptoath Kaviray M A,
Principal Government Sanskmt college, Bonares wers kind
enaugh o review the bock at my request, while it was in print,
and therr opmions will be found 1n the beginning of ths
volume. I have to record my very grateful thanks to the three
Tearned scholars for all the trouble which they so kindly and
s0 readily undertook in this behalf

1 have, however, to add a word in explanation of the
Hind: and Urda metres which tho author has made use of in
this book. More than B or 9 years ago thers was held & Pandit
Salom in Jaipar, and severa Banskrt seholurs then exprexsed
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tho opimion s Sanskot scholars may hold that opinion BO¥,
{bat 1t was not possiblo to have good Sapsknt poetry 1n Hindt
and Urdn metres, Pandit Mathara Noth Bhatte took the
othor view and maintained that, provided the command of the
langusge was thero, a poct could compose Just s good Eanshrit
vorsea in Tiindi and Urdu metres as in the classical metres.
‘he presont work 13 intended by the author to prove Tus
contention, although he has devoted one chapter ontirely lo
the classical metres as well Tt1s for Sanshpt scholars to judge
as 1o how far Pandit Mathara Nath Bhatta has been successful
1n hus attempt. But {his1s of course only one aspect of the
book,

TUuvepsity office, Shyamsundar Sharma
Agra, } Regustrar,
Gth March 1930. Agra University.

1 have Jooked over a fow verses in Manjuhavite Nikunf*
and am very pleased to note that even at the present time there
are writers who can compose such verses 1n Sanskrit The
langnage 15 mellifluous, and the 1deas, though not always ongmal
are neatly expressed The adoption of the *Fandt’ moltes
and the consequent abandonment of the older metres 15, 10 oy
opinion, not en awprovement It1s only when framed 10 the
older metres that Bansknt postry appears 1nts natural sotiing
I¢ the departure has been made with a view to show thab
Sansknt poems cotld bs composed in the new metres, certaint
soction of the work may have been done on those lines As
it 1, one misses very much the sweat Indravayrs, the elegant
Mahm and the ennobling Mandakranta and the soul uphfto§
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Sragdhara  As the work 1s still ancomplete I hope the poet
will compose the rast of the work 1n the Sanskrit matres

This however does not detract from the value of the
Pandat’s work, which wull still plesse many a heart and make

one realise that Sansknt 13 after all not quite a *dead langnage’
yot

GANGA NATH JHA,

Vice-chancellor,
TUmversity of Allahabad

“ﬂg?ﬂ%?ﬂ-ﬁ@iﬁ”

Tappreciate the poem as a fine specimen of the Lind of
poetry which our Pandits at present are writng  The Pandifje
has & good command over the Sansknit language, and the work
1svery well donom the traditional style May I add that
ihs type of pootry we can now enjoy only as classical postry §
May wenot expect that modern Sansknt poots will see new

visions and new forms of beauty such ns will appeal to the
modetn world}

A, B Dhruva,
Dated, } Principal & Pro-vice-chancellor,
12-11-1929 The Benares, Hindu TUniversity

T must beartily congratalate Pandit Mathura Nath Bhatta
Balutyacharya on hu production of an exqusito collection of
sanskeit pooms, called “Eavits—Nilunja” (bower of poems,),
through which T bave had the pleasure of glancing recontly.
The book 2hnpwsmad e a3 8 genwne work of poetical art In
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theso days of decadence of Sansknt learmng ab 29 refreshing
tofind » post of such high accomphshment and with such
a command of style, language and metre The wealth of
imagery and artistical colouring displayed 1 the work 13 really
u rare sight among the posts of the present age The poem is
divided 1nto several sections, with verses on different subjects
i each 'The deseription of the sensons, the represenfations
of the various moods of the human mnd, the delineation with
touches of humour st intervals of the dather phases of the
modern social lfe all theso have a ring of freshness and
spontaneity about them which mark them oub as distietive
of trueinspiration The author1s ab hus best n hus mampals
tion of the metres not merely those which are current in the
Sansknit classics but even some mew varmeties camed by him
m mtstion of Hindy, Urduand Persian  This antroduction
&f new metrieal standards 1z Senckrrt poetry may mot appeal
to the comservative mentality of the erthodox Sanskmt posts
steeped in old assoeintions and traditions, but it 19 certamly
aclear mgn of Lfe1n the post and honld ba welcome as sach
toall loversof Sansknt as entiehing the rhythmye pussibulibies
of the language
Gopinath Kaviraj,
Prinerpal,

19th Feb 1030 Govt, Sanskeit Colloge, Benares
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